Congress of the United States
TWasbhington, BC 20515

May 20, 2015
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell Minority Leader Harry Reid
United States Senate United States Senate
Chairman Charles Grassley Chairman Richard Burr
Senate Judiciary Committee Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
Ranking Member Patrick Leahy Vice Chairman Dianne Feinstein
Senate Judiciary Committee Senate Select Committee on Intelligence

Dear Senators:

On May 13, 2015, the USA FREEDOM Act of 2015 (H.R. 2048) passed the House of
Representatives by a vote of 338 to 88. We, the undersigned representatives, opposed the
measure because its reforms do not adequately or appropriately reform surveillance practices or
address privacy concerns. Many of our colleagues felt similarly, supporting the bill only out of
concern the Senate would be unwilling to engage in more comprehensive reform.

The American people deserve congressional action that secures their constitutional rights. While
we recognize the government's legitimate interests in certain surveillance activities intended to
protect the United States, these intrusions must be carefully limited and overseen in order to
avoid encroaching upon the freedoms they are intended to preserve. The recent decision from the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit declaring the government's interpretation of
"relevant” unlawful underscores that Congress must do more. We urge you to join us in ensuring
the federal government’s surveillance practices comport with the U.S. Constitution, are
conducted under effective congressional oversight, and are limited to efforts proven effective at
safeguarding our country.

Congress has had ample time for debate. We must not kick the can down the road with a short-
term reauthorization. Nor will we acquiesce to any effort to weaken this legislation. Indeed, there
is strong support for real reform in this chamber, and we hope you will work with us to improve
the legislation, such as by incorporating the reforms contained in the original USA FREEDOM
Act 0of 2013, which was cosponsored by a bipartisan group of 152 representatives in the House,
and the reforms embodied in the Massie-Lofgren amendment, which was overwhelmingly
adopted by the House last year.

We look forward to working together to better protect the rights of all Americans.

Sincerely,

JusWAmasp/(R—MI) ( John ll,ev;l_s (D-GA)
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